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Another school year has ended at Centennial Place Elementary and what a successful year it was!  As you know, CPE celebrated its 10th anniversary this year and the Foundation celebrated its second.  Both of these anniversaries mark notable accomplishments within the CPE community to provide high-quality opportunities for the children of Centennial Place.  It is only natural to look back over our year, pat ourselves on the back, and forge ahead on behalf of the students! 

To commemorate the milestones, the Foundation hosted is first gala event on May 16 at the Oceans Ballroom at the Georgia Aquarium with incredible success in a difficult economic climate.  The Foundation raised over $26,000 through sponsorships, donations, and a live auction to support educational activities in the school.  Donations to the Foundation have come from many different businesses and foundations, but we are incredibly excited about the support from the school community.  The CPE PTA came in as Gold Sponsors, the teachers as Bronze, and the alumni (remember, most are not even out of high school and we are just seeing our first college graduates this coming year) donated over $200.  

The Honorable Andrew and Carolyn Young lent their support to the event and Karyn Greer joined us as Mistress of Ceremony to create a memorable event with incredible sponsors and Vice Chairs showing everyone the importance of public education.  The event featured teacher performances, showcased 2008-09 grant recipients, and acknowledged school partners.  A special video presentation of the past, present, and future of Centennial Place Elementary was created by Jocelyn Dorsey (a CPE parent) and WSB-TV’s People 2 People.  The full video can be seen at www.cpschoolfoundation.org.  Finally, the school awarded the first ever Promise Award to Dr. Beverly Hall whose successful tenure as superintendent has mirrored CPE’s success.  Then, as the live auction hit its pace, our Vice Chairs stood up to offer even more items increasing the dollars raised!  

The event was a fantastic way to cap a fantastic year.  The beginning of the school year saw our Technology Initiative accomplished bringing our student to computer ratio to 2 to 1 with all new Thin Client workstations and a new Mac Lab.  The Foundation funded their first ever round of teacher grants—all proposals were funded either fully or partially.  These projects were showcased at our gala event on May 16 and can be seen at our website and at the school.  As we move into next year, we will continue funding technology projects most notably upgrading the audio system in the cafeteria to better serve the community at our many events.
We are incredibly pleased with our progress this year and look forward to the amazing things for next year.  You can keep up with our progress and get other information about the Foundation by visiting our website at www.cpschoolfoundation.org.  Please share the wonderful news of the school with your friends and family.  We encourage and welcome your support, ideas, and involvement as we look forward to the 2009-2010 school year!






