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December 09 Newsletter

This quarter is moving along at top speed—we have only two weeks of school left before our winter holidays.  As we complete our fall quarter, it is time to look back to our accomplishments and forward to plans for the upcoming year.  As always, we applaud the teachers who worked so hard this quarter and those who participated in the fall intersession to bring exceptional opportunities to our students.  What a great quarter we’ve had!
The past fall intersession and this fall quarter were full of activity as new Promethean Boards were being installed in almost all the classrooms throughout the school.  It has long been a goal of the Foundation to equip all classrooms with these smart whiteboards and we are very near that goal.  And, as we have always done, this was a partnership between the Foundation, CPE, and Atlanta Public Schools.  This phase of installation means that all classrooms in grades one through five now have Promethean Boards.  The Foundation is proud to say that we fully funded nine of these additional boards.  Why are the Promethean Boards so important?  CPE has always promoted itself as a Math, Science, and Technology school and the boards are another tool for teachers to use to teach our children.  More importantly, as we move further into the twenty-first century, our students will need to be ready!  Additional boards will be installed in the remaining kindergarten classrooms and auxiliary classrooms very soon.  Be sure to stop by your student’s classroom to check out them out—the teachers are very excited!
The fall quarter also brought our second annual awarding of Teacher Grants for the 2009-10 school year.  This year the Foundation has funded grants for five different projects:  a school newspaper produced by the fifth graders; equipment to better prepare the orchestra and band students; field trips to further enhance the social studies curriculum; support for the very successful P.A.W.S school-wide discipline program; and professional development for the Spanish teachers.  The teachers were so excited that the Foundation has already seen execution on two grants—the orchestra equipment and Spanish staff development.  We are excited about these new projects after the tremendous success of our initial grant process last year.  In May, we will be sure to update you on the outcomes from this year’s grants.
As we close this quarter, the Foundation is already planning for the next year.  Currently, the Foundation is working with a consultant to develop a strategic plan.  This plan will focus and shape our work as we move forward.  We hope that this will enhance how we involve the families at Centennial Place and engage the larger community in our efforts to support the school.  We are still in the very early stages of this planning process, but the progress is exciting in our development as a Board.  During this planning, we continue to reach out to the greater community to increase awareness of the great things happening at CPE and the need to support the school in its efforts.  The Foundation is also exploring ideas for our annual event.  Watch for updates and information when you get back from break.
We hope that you enjoy the upcoming winter break and that it will be restful for you and your family.  You can keep up with our progress and get other information about the Foundation by visiting our website at www.cpschoolfoundation.org.  Please share the wonderful news of the school with your friends and family.  We encourage and welcome your support, ideas, and involvement as continue our work this year!  All donations made to the Foundation are tax-deductible.  If your business would like support our efforts, please contact a Foundation Board member.






