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Another school year is off to a successful start and there is lots of excitement in the air.  The energy created from the school’s 10th anniversary celebrations at the end of last year are spilling over into this one.  The Foundation feels it too!  Our spring “A Decade of Excellence, A Future of Promise” Gala Event last year was a major success raising close to $24,000.  This puts many of our strategic goals well in reach.  We are so thankful to everyone who made the event such as success.  The whole community came together that night to show their support for the amazing things we are doing at CPE.
But what is in store for the 2009-10 school year?  Continuing our support of technology upgrades at the school, the Foundation is funding an upgrade of the audio equipment in the cafeteria.  For any of you who have attended a PTA meeting or special production, you know first-hand how difficult it was to hear with the old equipment.  Thanks to a very generous CPE parent, Mr. Michael King, the system cost much below our initial estimates and is almost completely installed.  Students are already witnessing the benefits of the new equipment during lunch time.  Classical music is broadcast to the whole cafeteria—it has changed the whole lunchtime atmosphere!  We hope that new visual equipment, including a drop down screen and video projector, are not far behind.

The Foundation is now accepting applications for our 2009-10 Teacher Grants.  Last year we were able to support all grant applications submitted including projects to support math, science, and technology.  We are excited about the prospects for this year.  The teachers truly have some wonderful and imaginative ways to reach the students.  The grants allow them to try these new ideas that without funding would never come to fruition.  To see past projects or the grant application, visit our website.

Our biggest project is still in the planning phases.  Because of our incredibly successful fundraising efforts and the generous support of various school partners, the Foundation is poised to make another major step in support of student achievement at Centennial Place Elementary.  Currently, the Foundation is exploring the purchase of more Promethean smart boards for the classrooms.  The school’s goal is to have one in all classrooms and we hope to help make great strides towards that goal.  Several classrooms and auxiliary rooms (like the Science Lab) currently have Promethean Boards.  The students love them and the teachers love having extra tools at their disposal for teaching their students.  More information and exciting announcements are to come about this huge project!!

You can keep up with our progress and get other information about the Foundation by visiting our website at www.cpschoolfoundation.org.  Please share the wonderful news of the school with your friends and family.  We encourage and welcome your support, ideas, and involvement as we look forward to the 2009-2010 school year!  All donations made to the Foundation are tax-deductible.  If your business would like support our efforts, please contact a Foundation Board member.






